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● Analysed policies from past 12 months from 13 departments

● Policy: an intervention aiming to change the status quo

● Policy documents: First time the policy was put before the 

public with some detail

● Our report highlighted good and bad practice

● Collaboration with departments (directors of analysis), before 

and after research and publication 

senseaboutscience.org/activities/transparency-evidence/







A policy is ‘a plan, course of action, or set of regulations adopted by government, businesses, or 
other institutions designed to influence and determine decisions or procedures’ (UK Department 
for International Development, 2005).

The European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union are 
the three central legislative institutions of the European Union. 

(University of Portsmouth, European Studies Hub, 2013)



Rationale

Objectives

Appraisal

Monitoring

Evaluation

Feedback



Responsibility 
beyond doing 

research

Informing 
decision-
making

Career 
development



The routes in – how policymakers get evidence

Correspondence with individual MEPs

Committee hearings

MEP Initiatives

European Commission proposals

Public consultations

Intergroups

European Parliamentary Research Service 

Third party – charity, think tank, evidence broker



• Collaboration with Taylor & Francis to 
create a guide for researchers to engage 
with EU policymaking. 

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/getting-

your-research-into-european-parliament/



https://childrensheartsurgery.info/data/animation





Effective public engagement

http://senseaboutscience.org/activities/

public-engagement-guide/



Effective public engagement in 5 steps



• Define your audience

• Knowing the right people to involve means you will 
create a project/resource/policy that is impactful and 
speaks to people’s needs



GM drought 

resistant crops

Farmers (small 

large biological

Consumers

Gov departments 

of countries

Reporter/opinion 

leaders

EFSA (food safety 

bodies)

Nature conservation

Seed breeders

Independent ethics 

and science groups

Food/Agricultural/ 

UN medical bodies



Stem cell treatments for 

sight conditions

Who should be involved in the conversation about stem cell treatments for sight conditions? 

Discuss as a group, and then we’ll summarise together.

Bonus: Pick three of these stakeholders and think about ways to contact them. Can you think 

of any wildcards who you might not expect to have a stake in this but do? 







Ask yourself, ‘So what?’ You may have a good 

piece of research, but you need to provide 

context about how your work fits into the wider 

societal picture.

Policymakers are extremely time poor. If you can help take 

something off their plate instead of adding something new 

on to it, you are more likely to get a response.



Explain how your research relates to a specific problem they are 

trying to solve. You can include more information in an appendix, 

but make sure you get your top 3 key messages right first.

What committees are they on? What did they vote for recently? What 

have they listed as their interest issues? If you understand this, you’ll 

be able to tap into the reasons why they might advocate your research 

and ideas.



Making connections:

Be visible

Find the movers and 
shakers

Find allies

Use institutional networks

Find your MP

Presenting research:

‘So what?’

Where is your topic in the policy 
cycle?

Understand the policymaking 
process

Be brief

Provide context








